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Kentucky entrepreneurs can now 
compete to make their ideas come to 
life.
Bucks for Bright Ideas, a competition 
that seeks to help entrepreneurs turn 
their ideas into a business, is now ac-
cepting applications for its 2016 com-
petition.
The competition, which is hosted 
by the Kentucky Innovation Network, 
is open to people of all ages from 27 
counties including Warren County. All 
WKU students are allowed to compete 
regardless of their hometown.
Lynn Minton, assistant director of 
the Bowling Green Office for the Ken-
tucky Innovation Network, said the 
program is designed to give innovative 
people a chance to turn their ideas 
into a business.
“[It’s] a marketing campaign to en-
courage individuals to start a busi-
ness, to take their idea and move it 
forward and hopefully be able to start 
a business with it,” Minton said.
Dawn Bolton, the director for the 
Center for Entrepreneurship and In-
novation, said the Gordon Ford Col-
lege of Business advertises the com-
petition to all its students.
“We promote the program in our 
classes, through our social media, 
and through our work in the Center, 
in the hopes that many of our entre-
preneurial and innovative students 
will take advantage of this great pro-
gram,” Bolton stated in an email. “It’s 
a wonderful opportunity for entre-
preneurial students to expose their 
innovative ideas beyond the class-
room.”
Whitney Peake, professor in the busi-
ness college, said students receive in-
spiration for ideas from a wide range 
of sources, but the inspiration primar-
ily comes from problems the students 
face in their daily lives.
“If you’re thinking about the cre-
ative process, where you always start 
is by identifying problems, and that’s 
where most students start with their 
BY MADIHAH ABRI
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
An exhibit of Bowling Green 
students’ artwork from Cuba, 
known as CreArte, is being ex-
hibited in the Fine Arts Center 
from Feb. 22 to April 3. 
The project began in Pinar 
Del Rio, Cuba, and is a multi-
entity program involving the 
WKU art education depart-
ment, high schools in the War-
ren county region, and stu-
dents and artists at the Center 
for Jose Antonio Diaz Pelaez 
Experimental Art School in 
Havana.
In 2004, associate professor 
of art education Miwon Choe 
received a junior faculty grant 
to study music in Cuba. While 
spending two months in the 
country, Choe’s  path changed. 
“I went there to learn about 
music and the drums, but in-
stead I found art,” Choe said. 
Choe’s  studies in Cuba were 
cut short due to a policy draft-
ed by the Bush administration 
at the time, but she eventually 
received another opportunity 
to experience Cuba in 2013 
when she visited on behalf of 
the WKU art education pro-
gram. 
While there, Choe stumbled 
upon an opportunity allowing 
her to create a new learning 
experience for both U.S. stu-
dents and Cuban students. 
“It happened by accident,” 
Choe said. “I was giving a 
presentation about our WKU 
art education program to 
teachers in Cuba and was ap-
proached by Juan Silvio.”
Silvio, the art representative 
for the Cuban CreArte pro-
gram, was interested in expe-
riencing American art edu-
cation in Cuban classrooms. 
After negotiating for some 
time, WKU helped create an 
exchange program with the 
Diaz Pelaez Experimental Art 
School in Havana. 
The program began with 
Warren Central High School 
students, who at the time were 
having difficulties with read-
ing and writing. 
“The students’ reading levels 
were lower than their age, so 
we wanted to use art as a way 
to improve their reading abili-
ties and basically their desire 
to learn,” Choe said. 
Choe brought back letters 
and art made by Cuban stu-
dents and used it within the 
classrooms of Warren Central.
“In the beginning, [students] 
refused to write one to two 
sentences, and by the end 
they were writing paragraphs 
and were able to read off of 
PowerPoints in front of the 
class,” Choe said. 
Choe began to notice the 
development of the Warren 
Central students. Later, she 
was inspired by Ecuadorian 
artist Oswaldo Guayasamîn 
for his five-panel piece “Mural 
Ecuador,” so she began to ex-
pand the exchange program, 
collaborating with Amy Wal-
lace and Neli Ouzounova from 
Bowling Green. 
Wallace participated in the 
program while a student at 
WKU. After graduation she re-
ceived a job at Jody Richards 
Elementary school as a fourth 
grade teacher and began to 





Ivan Wilson hosts gallery of art from Bowling Green and Cuban students
Saudi Arabia announces cuts to major scholarship fund
Students at Ivan Wilson Fine Arts Center pass by the WKU Art and 
Literacy Exchange with Cuba exhibit on Monday.  SRIJITA CHATTO-
PADHYAY/HERALD
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The Saudi Arabian government has 
announced that they will be cutting 
funds from the King Abdullah Schol-
arship Program, potentially affecting 
the Saudi student population at WKU.
The King Abdullah Scholarship Pro-
gram was created in 2005 in an effort 
to increase the number of Saudi stu-
dents studying abroad in the United 
States.
There are over 71,000 Saudi students 
studying in the United States and over 
100,000 students are studying abroad 
globally through this program, ac-
cording to the Saudi Ministry of High-
er Education. Roughly 90 percent of 
Saudi students who study abroad do 
so through the King Abdullah Scholar-
ship Program.
The cuts to the program can be tied 
to falling global oil revenues. Pre-
viously, a barrel of oil was sold for 
around $100, but has fallen to around 
$30 a barrel. Oil accounts for the 
majority of Saudi Arabia’s revenue, 
and as a result of the drop in pricing, 
funding for areas like education have 
been cut, according to the Oxford 
Business Group.
WKU had 1,402 undergraduate stu-
dents from foreign countries for the 
fall 2014 semester, making up 6.9 per-
cent of the undergraduate student 
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VOTED THE 
business ideas,” Peake said.
Minton said the competition, which 
has run for more than five years, usu-
ally receives anywhere from 80 to 100 
entries. Several winners are chosen 
each year to receive various prizes.
“They’re not really cash prizes; they 
are prizes that are donated from an 
individual that is providing services 
that can help move their business for-
ward,” Minton said. “It could be an 
array of things that an entrepreneur 
would probably not have expertise in 
but would need to move the business 
forward.”
Minton said she believes all the ap-
plicants come in with good ideas that 
have the potential to grow into a busi-
ness; however, the winning ideas are 
the ones that are the most viable and 
have available resources.
“We like to look at primarily what re-
sources we have that can move their 
idea forward,” Minton said.
Even if an applicant is not chosen as a
winner, Minton said, the program will
still work with the applicant to develop
the applicant’s idea.
“We like to work with everybody to
take their idea further,” Minton said.
The applications are due April 22,
and the awards will be announced on
May 4 at an awards banquet.
population, according to the WKU 
2015 Fact Book. Saudi Arabia was the 
country with the highest representa-
tion at 594 students, making up 42.4 
percent of the international popula-
tion.
Ashley Givan, the Sponsored Inter-
national Student Advisor in the Inter-
national Student Office, works with 
international students who are finan-
cially sponsored. Givan said that WKU 
currently has 485 degree-seeking stu-
dents from Saudi Arabia. She wasn’t 
able to provide information about how 
many of those students receive the 
King Abdullah Scholarship, but she 
estimated that it was “a very large por-
tion.”
“At this moment, we’re still gathering 
information,” Givan said. “There has 
been no official word about what the 
cuts will be.”
Toni Dye, the Assistant Director of 
the International Student Office, was 
contacted for comment, but did not 
respond in time for publication.
Charles Taylor, a professor in the 
School of Education at Edgewood Col-
lege, has done extensive research on 
the King Abdullah Scholarship Pro-
gram. He said in an email that one of 
his students was interested in learning 
more about the program, and “out of 
that curiosity,” they were able to find 
more information and have their work 
published.
“Those campuses that enroll a sub-
stantial amount of Saudi students will 
have to find other means to make up 
for the lost dollars and lost interna-
tional student presence,” Taylor said 
of the cuts to the program. “Saudi stu-
dents make tremendous cultural con-
tributions and enrich the classroom 
and campus so this is another void that 
universities will need to fill.”
Taylor said that the cuts may mean 
that some will have to return home 
prior to finishing their degree.
“I suspect that this will affect female 
Saudi students more than males,” Tay-
lor said. “Future students will be im-
pacted greatly and the Saudi govern-
ment may restrict study abroad to very 
specific majors and in areas of study 
that are unavailable in Saudi Arabia.”
According to Taylor’s research, WKU 
hosts the sixth-largest number of Sau-
di students in the United States.
Ahmed Alghefari is a student from 
Saudi Arabia studying at WKU through 
the King Abdullah Scholarship Pro-
gram. He has been at WKU for almost 
four years.
“When I graduated from high school, 
I dreamed of graduating from an 
American university,” Alghefari said.
With help from his father and the rest
of his family, Alghefari was able to
come to the United States to study at
WKU.
Originally, Alghefari was not receiv-
ing the King Abdullah Scholarship and
was paying for his education with the
help of his family. He said that about
two months after arriving in the United
States, he found out that he was able to
use the King Abdullah Scholarship.
“Losing this scholarship would af-
fect me a lot,” Alghefari said. “It pays
for everything – insurance, traveling, a
salary.”
Givan said that the International Stu-
dent Office is prepared to offer support
to international students who are af-
fected by cuts.
“We’re here to give support to the
students if they have questions or con-
cerns,” Givan said.
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incorporate her classroom within the 
program. Ouzounova has been a part-
time faculty member for WKU for 10 
years and recently opened her own 
studio. 
“Mural Ecuador” was a piece cre-
ated to represent Guayasamin’s con-
cept of identity. Using this concept 
of identity, Ouzounova and Wallace 
both used the idea within their own 
classrooms. 
Ouzounova had her drawing stu-
dents last year create a two-and-a-half 
sectioned panel in which they each 
used symbols to represent who they 
were and who they would be in the fu-
ture. She took the panels to Cuba and 
had Cuban students and artists add to 
her U.S. students panels prior to creat-
ing their own. 
“Part of the composition was left 
blank, so artistically Cuban students 
had to complete the rest it was like 
leaving it as an open sentence,” Ou-
zounova said. “Once it came out of my 
classroom it was no longer a rigid as-
signment. The Cuban students were 
very receptive, and we were fortunate 
to have this collaboration.”
Wallace, a teacher at Jody Richards 
Elementary School, used a similar 
learning technique within her class-
room. Wallace’s class created their own 
version of “Mural Ecuador” in which 
each student created a five-panel piece 
to show their identity and wrote about 
what they drew and how it identified 
with themselves.
Wallace used this opportunity to 
conduct a study on art integration.
“I wanted to see if integrating art 
within the classroom as opposed to 
taking it away would be beneficial,” 
Wallace said. “It was very successful; 
however, it is still an on going study.” 
The interaction among U.S. students 
and Cuban students also allowed for 
an in-depth look into the similarities 
and differences each culture has. 
“I noticed that the Cuban students 
are not really involved with tech as 
they were with communication,” 
Wallace said. “The children in Cuba 
are not afraid to try something new. 
They are able to get up and perform; 
however, students here are a bit more 
timid because of what their peers 
think.” 
Wallace talked to her students about 
the cultural differences students in 
Cuba have. 
“When something happens to [Cu-
ban students’] plans, they do not sit 
around and complain. Instead, they 
find another plan,” Wallace said. 
“Students here, though, throw a 
small tantrum before finding some-
thing else to do. It’s a big difference in 
culture, and my students and I talked 
about what makes Cuban students 
different.” 
The interaction through art provided 
a new form of thinking for the U.S. stu-
dents involved.
Choe said the understanding of how 
less resources benefited Cuban citi-
zens created a better way of thinking 
for the U.S. citizens. 
“It happens individually and not all 
at once. When the students see writing 
and read the Cuban students writing, it 
gives them an opportunity to respond 
personally,” Choe said. “Art is personal, 
and I think it touches the students in 
that way.”
Choe said the interactions created a 
profound self-reflective process that 
heavily showed in the students’ draw-
ing. 
“Through the process, students be-
gin to trust what they feel and think 
and use it to connect to some place 
so far away,” Choe said. “Having this 
trusting ability and new perspectives 
help form new connections.”
Bowling Green native Hayley Young 
provided her own touch to the identity 
project. 
“I did something unorthodox and 
added a white-out pen because I 
wanted them to add white to the pen-
cil drawings,” Young said. “It took over 
and people began adding red or black, 
and now it’s just morphed into adding 
more color.” 
“It was a little way for me to kind of 
instruct without saying a word,” Young 
said. 
Choe said she believes this program 
has helped provide the opportunity 
to think in a new way and help better 
form U.S. and Cuban students. 
“We plant a seed in order for it to 
be something else, but in order for it 
to break and grow, it needs the safety, 
warmth and nourishment,” Choe said. 
“Otherwise, the seed will not have the 




Nursing school plans to end associate degree program
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
In response to an increased 
demand for nurses with bach-
elor’s degrees, the School of 
Nursing has decided to phase 
out the Associate of Science 
in Nursing degree in an effort 
to increase enrollment of the 
Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing degree.
The change came after a 
2010 study conducted by the 
Institute of Medicine found 
that hospitals in which a ma-
jority of nurses had bachelor’s 
degrees in nursing had better 
patient outcomes. As a result 
of the study, employers are 
looking to increase the num-
ber of nurses with bachelor’s 
degrees they hire, and the de-
mand for nurses with an asso-
ciate degree is decreasing.
“More and more employ-
ers are hiring BSNs, or, if they 
do hire the ASN, they tell 
them they only have a limited 
amount of time to get their 
BSN completed; otherwise, 
they won’t have a job,” Dr. 
Mary Bennett, the director of 
the School of Nursing, said. 
“We really want to make sure 
that we give the best degree 
possible to as many people as 
possible in our area.”
The last class for the associ-
ate degree will be admitted in 
January 2017. During the fall 
2017 semester, the School of 
Nursing will begin to transition 
away from the associate pro-
gram. The school will graduate 
the last nurses from the asso-
ciate degree program in 2019. 
With the program’s removal, 
the number of spots available 
for students in the baccalaure-
ate program will increase.
Bennett said this will allow an 
additional 60 students to be ac-
cepted each semester into the 
baccalaureate program.
“We’ll use the classroom 
spaces that used to be occu-
pied by the ASN students and 
the faculty who used to teach 
in the ASN program and use 
them to enlarge the capa-
bilities of the bachelor’s pro-
gram because we’re currently 
maxed out,” Bennett said.
WKU is one of only six pub-
lic and private universities in 
Kentucky to still have an as-
sociate program for nursing. 
Bennett said it was rare for a 
university to have both an as-
sociate program and a bach-
elor program.
 Other universities have 
transitioned away from an as-
sociate program to meet the 
increasing demand for nurses 
with a bachelor’s degree.
The five other Kentucky 
universities that still have as-
sociate programs include 
Morehead State University, 
Kentucky State University, 
Eastern Kentucky University, 
Campbellsville University and 
the University of Pikeville. 
All have been encouraged to 
make a transition to a bacca-
laureate program to meet the 
state’s demand for nurses with 
baccalaureate degrees.
Despite the decreasing inter-
est in nurses with ASN degrees, 
the University of Pikeville has 
decided to maintain their 
ASN program. Since 1983, 
the university has had an as-
sociate program; however, in 
response to the increasing de-
mand for nurses with a bach-
elor’s, the university is begin-
ning the process of creating a 
baccalaureate program.
“We’re looking at the process 
of what it takes to start a tra-
ditional BSN program,” Mary 
Simpson, the dean of Pikev-
ille’s Elliot School of Nursing, 
said. “We plan on keeping our 
two-year program, but then 
again, we haven’t had a BSN 
program as competition with-
in our own school.”
Associate professor Kacy 
Harris, coordinator of WKU's 
Associate of Science in Nurs-
ing Program, said that while 
the school will be saddened to 
lose the ASN program, WKU’s 
budget will prevent the School 
of Nursing from maintaining 
both degree programs. The 
budget, unlike the University 
of Pikeville’s budget, will only 
allow for one program to grow 
at the expense of the other 
program.
“If you build or grow one 
program, you need faculty and 
staff to make that happen, and 
our university, as you know, is 
not in a position to grow pro-
grams in that way right now 
when we have faculty who are 
very excellent and prepared to 
go ahead and teach,” Harris 
said.
Bennett said it will be more 
beneficial to WKU to increase 
enrollment in the BSN pro-
gram instead of attempting to 
maintain both programs.
The faculty and staff current-
ly involved in the associate 
program will be absorbed into 
the bachelor program which 
will ensure the School of Nurs-
ing will not need to hire a high 
number of additional faculty 
members.
Harris said she will be sad 
to see the program end be-
cause it caters to students who 
might be unable to pursue a 
four-year degree.
“Our program and other as-
sociate degree programs meet 
a real, unique need in nontra-
ditional students,” Harris said. 
“Associate degree nursing stu-
dents are nontraditional stu-
dents, meaning they’re over 25 
[and] working full time. They 
have families, and they’re just 
trying to improve their life sta-
tus.”
Such students often do not 
have the time or the money to 
earn a bachelor's.
An associate degree in nurs-
ing is unique because it re-
quires only two and a half 
years of education, and gradu-
ates are still registered nurses
just like graduates with a
bachelor's.
Harris said nurses with an
associate degree, however, are
often ineligible for higher po-
sitions.
“As far as bedside nurs-
ing and what you think a
nurse does, there isn’t a dif-
ference because they’re both
registered nurses, and they
both take the same licensure
exam,” Harris said. “However,
graduates with a baccalaure-
ate degree have opportunities
in management.”
Students wishing to pursue
an associate degree instead
of a bachelor's degree will still
have educational opportuni-
ties. Many of the state’s techni-
cal and community colleges,
including Southern Kentucky
Community  and Technical Col-
lege, offer associate programs.
“Our hope and desire would
be that those students who
don’t choose to go ahead and
get their bachelor’s degree at
WKU would hopefully find a
spot at one of those schools,”
Harris said.
Bennett said she does not
expect this change to affect
the enrollment in the nursing
school.
“Essentially we’ll still be
graduating the same number
of nurses every year, but more
of them will have the preferred
degree, which is the baccalau-
reate,” Bennett said.
Veterans Alliance elects new president
BY JODI CAMP
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Recently, WKU’s Student Veter-
ans Alliance unanimously voted 
Joseph Hunter president of the 
group’s university chapter.
Hunter is a Madisonville se-
nior, an electrical engineering 
major and a Marine Corps 
veteran. He wanted a position 
as president with SVA to act in 
the best interest of the veteran 
community on campus.
“I felt I would have a better 
opportunity to gain support, 
experience and authority to 
make changes to campus poli-
cy in a positive way toward the 
cause of veteran awareness,” 
Hunter said.
He served in the United 
States Marine Corps from July 
2004 to May 2013 and was 
stationed at Kaneohe Bay, 
Hawaii, for the majority of his 
deployment. He did a seven-
month tour in Afghanistan 
and spent close to a year sta-
tioned on the Marine Corps 
Embassy Security in Germany, 
Sudan and El Salvador.
SVA’s mission is to provide 
resources, support and ad-
vocacy to current and former 
military members and their 
families, according to the SVA 
website.
As president, Hunter will be 
responsible for reaching out 
to the military community on 
WKU’s campus.
Joshua Smith, consultant for 
the Military Student Services, 
said there were 2,339 students 
at WKU who were either vet-
erans, active service members 
or military dependents after 
the fall 2015 semester.
For the 2015 fall semester, 
there were 690 students using 
the G.I. Bill to pay for their edu-
cation. However, this number 
varies from semester to semes-
ter according to Schella Smith, 
Veteran Affairs coordinator.
“It usually averages around 
700-720 [students] a semes-
ter,” Smith said.
There are several different 
resources for veterans around 
campus: the VA Financial Office 
in Potter Hall, the Military Stu-
dent Services office in Tate Page 
Hall and the Veterans Upward 
Bound office in Jones-Jagger 
Hall. Any veteran, active duty 
member or military dependent 
can go to any of these offices to 
ask for help or guidance.
Hunter said he believes SVA 
connects all these resources 
for veterans.
“For WKU I believe the Stu-
dent Veterans Alliance serves 
as the hub for all of these re-
sources and as a rally point 
for veterans to find and men-
tor one another,” Hunter said. 
“Now that I am president of 
the SVA, I plan to use the con-
nections and knowledge I’ve 
gained to better connect vet-
erans with each other and the 
resources they need to suc-
ceed in higher education.”
Joe Hunter, the president of SVA, current WKU student and a former Marine, plants a handful of fl ags on 
the lawns of Centennial Mall to pay respect to the veterans he has known. SRIJITA CHATTOPADHYAY/HERALD
We plant a seed in order for it to be some-
thing else, but in order for it to break and 
grow, it needs the safety, warmth and nour-
ishment. Otherwise, the seed will not have 
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Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
CARTOON
Alfred Hitchcock famously 
said, “There is no terror in 
the bang, only in the antici-
pation of it.” You know what 
he means; you’re watching a 
scary movie and everything 
gets tense — the music rises, 
the scene grows dark and the 
protagonist investigates the 
loud noise. Then, you grip 
your seat. Your stomach drops, 
and you look to your side to 
see if your date is scared, but 
of course they’re not. It’s just 
you.
If we are to judge horror 
films on their ability to raise 
tension, to make the audi-
ence feel uncomfortable, then 
Robert Egger’s “The Witch” is 
a rising star. Debuting at the 
2015 Sundance Film Festi-
val, “The Witch” was received 
with much acclaim. Its theat-
rical release came soon after, 
and even more praise followed. 
Everyone seems to have been 
cast under its spell.
Perhaps it has to do with how 
the film presents its horror: very 
cleverly. One of the first hints of 
something going awry is a rab-
bit — normally a gentle, inno-
cent figure — turning wicked 
simply from being presented in 
a creepy atmosphere.
The film’s score only reveals 
itself in times of discomfort. 
It both alarms the audience 
about an impending spook and 
subverts their expectation of 
the result. There were several 
times during the film when I 
braced for the impact of a scary 
surprise, but nothing appeared. 
That mixup unnerved me. If 
I couldn’t rely on the music 
to alert me to the scare, what 
could I rely on?
In this respect, “The Witch” 
does horror well. The terror 
presents itself slowly, but I’d 
argue that this might also be a 
weakness of the movie. The film 
isn’t so much a horror movie 
as it is a slow-paced, spooky 
thriller. Egger does a fine job 
of ramping up the tension, but 
the bang never comes. Even in 
the final moments of the film, 
as the audience waits for some 
kind of catharsis after 90 min-
utes of building pressure, the 
scene cuts to black.
Perhaps this was intentional, 
but most college students won’t 
lose any sleep over “The Witch.” 
If you have a penchant for feel-
ing uneasy in a dark room full 
of other uneasy, sweaty people, 
this movie won’t disappoint. 
Just don’t go in expecting to 
walk out of the theater para-
noid of your own shadow; it’s 
just not that kind of horror.
DING DONG
The witch is eh
On-campus pets could benefi t students, community
I love dogs. I love their 
ears, their little paws, 
their tongues that don’t 
stay in their mouths, 
their tails, their bellies, 
their funny looking 
eyelashes -- there is no 
part of a dog that isn’t 
lovable. My dog, Shel-
by, is my best friend 
and steadfast com-
panion during breaks, 
but when it’s time to buckle down and 
return to school I have to reluctantly 
leave her behind. Living in a tiny dorm 
room and keeping a 90 lb yellow lab 
unfortunately don’t go well together, 
plus it’s not really allowed. At least, not 
here at WKU.
There are actually universities with 
pet-friendly on-campus housing. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy allows students to keep cats in four 
of their residence halls, and in one of 
University of Illinois’ on campus apart-
ments each resident is allowed two 
pets each. Even if they don’t allow pets 
to just live on campus with the stu-
dents, Kent State has a “Dogs on Cam-
pus” program that holds events a few 
times a month around campus for stu-
dents to interact with dogs as a means 
of therapy and stress relief.
It’s no secret that playing with ador-
able animals, whether they be dogs, 
cats or even birds, is a great way to 
reduce stress. It’s hard to hold onto 
what’s bothering you when you’ve got 
a puppy to hold onto. Just yesterday 
I was stopped by a beautiful Golden 
Retriever named Tucker while walking 
to campus from the Chestnut Street 
parking lot. My anger at having to park 
so far away completely dissolved when 
Tucker jumped up, put his paws on my 
shoulder and gave me a big ol’ kiss on 
the face. Everyone who deals with the 
daily stresses of school and work needs 
a regular cuteness break.
In the article “Owners and pets ex-
ercising together: The metabolic ben-
efits of ‘walking the dog’,” by Mark B. 
Stephens, Cindy C. Wilson, Jeffrey L. 
Goodie, F. Ellen Netting, Cara Olsen, 
Christopher G. Byers, and Mary E. Yo-
nemura from Purdue University the 
authors stress the health benefits of 
owning pets, specifically dogs. Accord-
ing to the article, dog owners report
fewer health problems and are more
likely to take recreational walks than
people who don’t own dogs. While we
as college students walk to and from
class all day, we are often sedentary.
Having a dog or other pet that requires
daily physical activity helps to get us
off of our lazy butts.
All in all, dogs are beautiful, kind,
loving, loyal creatures that everyone
should have the opportunity to love.
Being able to have pets live on campus
would not only destress the students,
but also teach them responsibility.
Plus, we all probably want to see more





The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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Director of Student 
Publications
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky 
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
SALTED POPCORN
Aaron Pud West @pudwest: the 
sun is shining, the breeze is blow-
ing, the birds are singing, and the 
crazy pastors are yelling in centen-
nial mall. Beautiful day at WKU — 
11:37 AM - 15 Mar 2016
William Puckett @pucko9: #WKU 
needs to do something about the 
time it takes to get through the 
burrito bowl line. — 9:25 AM - 15 
Mar 2016
Elizabeth West @justMElizabeth: 
S/O to WKU's hill for ensuring I'm a 
mess of sweat by the time I get to 
class. — 9:04 AM - 15 Mar 2016
Marlee Barrett @marlee-
barrett20: The temperature in my 
dorm room is a mid day Nicaragua 
temperature  Turn on the A/C WKU! 
— 7:31 AM - 15 Mar 2016
Ethan Corder @corderethan: 
WKU: no air conditioning makes 





you ever been enjoy-
ing a movie, and 
then you just trail 
off  about one thing 
for the next four 
minutes? Imagine 
that, but I'm writing 
it down instead.
WKU Greek Humor @WKU_
GreekHumor: The @wkuherald is 
a "student paper," but has long not 
represented the majority of WKU's 
students. They take a very obvious 
liberal viewpoint — 9:38 AM - 2 Mar 
2016
WKU Greek Humor @WKU_
GreekHumor: .while the major-
ity of WKU is conservative students. 
The purpose of a student paper is to 
represent our school, not the liberal 
arts.. — 9:39 AM - 2 Mar 2016
WKU Greek Humor @WKU_
GreekHumor: students that run it. 
Please take a moment and email 
herald.editor@wku.edu about this 
topic. It's sad that the majority is be-




1 Labor leader 
Jimmy who 
vanished in 1975
6 Good, in 
Guadalajara
11 Tech co. whose 











19 35mm camera 
type
20 Big galoot
21 Terre Haute sch.
22 Fragrant 
compound
24 One is made 




31 Group of ships
32 “There’s __ Out 
Tonight”: 1961 hit
33 Autumn
35 Network with 
an eye logo
38 Ideal “Are you 
hurt?” reply
39 Raid





43 Songs for two






53 Sleep phase 
initials
54 Top-row PC key
57 Madre’s 
hermano
58 Historic 1963 
civil rights speech 
words









68 Punish with a 
swat
Down
1 Hyphenated fruit 
drink brand
2 Worker welfare 
org.
3 Hairstyle with 
upturned ends
















26 Black key after 
C
27 Partner in war
28 Scott of 
“Charles in 
Charge”
29 Jane Austen 
heroine
30 Messing around




















50 NFL network 
analyst 
Michael __
51 Not at all swank
55 Word repeated 
in a Doris Day 
song
56 James of “The 
Godfather”
59 1,000-year Eur. 
realm
60 Prince Valiant’s 
son
61 VIPs at trials
62 58-Across 
speaker, initially
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CLASSIFIEDS
Classifi ed Advertising Manager: Miranda Lear
herald.advertising@wku.edu
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false 
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, 
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College 
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records! 
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great 






City of Bowling Green
GOLF SHOP ATTENDANT
Parks and Recreation — Golf Division
Collects fees, prices & sells merchandise, answers telephone 
and schedules tee times; cleans pro shop and equipment.
REQUIREMENTS: Must be 18+; able to work well with 
the public and operate a computerized cash register; 
HOURS:15-40 hours per week (depending on position) with 
weekend work required. STARTING SALARY: $8.52
Interested applicants can apply online at www.bgky.org/hr/
jobs or at the computers located at the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green, KY.
Th e City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Looking for happy, self-motivated workers. Apply in 
person. 9191 Nashville Road, BG. 
www.ChaneysDairyBarn.com
City of Bowling Green
FITNESS INSTRUCTOR - ASA II
Parks & Recreation Department
Instructs individuals and fi tness classes, assists with fi tness 
events/activities, and maintains fi tness facility/equipment. 
Six months to 1 year experience instructing various types 
of fi tness programs. Must be able to lift 100 lbs +; Age 
18+. $8.90 per hour 17 hours/week; evening and weekend 
hours required.
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open Until Filled
City of Bowling Green
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS - Instructs beginning and 
advanced tennis lessons. Coordinates and runs tennis 
activities, 15-30 hours per week; weekend work optional. 
PAY RATE: $8.52/hr. 
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open Throughout Season
City of Bowling Green
AEROBICS INSTRUCTOR
Parks & Recreation Department
Instructs aerobic activities, including yoga, spinning, and 
other specialty classes. CPR & First Aid Certifi cations 
required. Classes may be taught in the mornings, evenings 
or weekend. Hours/days may vary. PAY RATE: $17.79 per 
hour.
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open Until Filled
City of Bowling Green
OFFICE ASSISTANT II
Finance Department
Greets visitors to department, answers and directs incoming 
calls received on switchboard; Performs routine tasks 
such as researching returned mail, reviews charges on 
invoices, processes purchase orders, collects payments. 
REQUIREMENTS: High school diploma (or GED) 
required, one year of college/vocational education, offi ce 
and computer experience. HOURS: 20 hours per week 
8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. (fl exible) Monday — Wednesday; 
SALARY: $8.90/hr plus sick and vacation benefi ts.
Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/
hr/jobs or at the computers in the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling 
Green. The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and Drug-Free Workplace.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Open Until Filled
Now hiring for full time and part time retail clerk and 
outside service positions. Chemistry/Biology experience 
helpful but not required. Fun atmosphere. Great Summer 
job. Apply in person from 10-6 at Aqualand Pools 1260 
Campbell Lane, Bowling Green, KY.
Warehouse Personnel. Flexible hours 20-40 hrs/wk 
(spring, summer, fall), family friendly work environment. 
Apply in person. United Furniture 1008 State St.
MARCH 17, 2016a6 COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Learn to Swim at WKU!  
House committee approves budget proposal
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The budget proposal 
passed by Kentucky’s House 
budget committee on Tues-
day would restore all funds 
cut from state universities by 
Gov. Matt Bevin’s budget.
The Appropriations and 
Revenue Committee voted 
to send the budget bill to 
the House floor where it is 
expected to be approved by 
the Democrat-led House on 
Wednesday.
The bill, House Bill 303, 
maintains some of Bevin’s 
proposed budget cuts; how-
ever, it also seeks to restore 
some cuts, including those to 
state funding for universities.
“I think this budget pro-
posal goes a long way in 
many parts to advance and 
enhance Kentucky’s invest-
ment in its future and allows 
us to continue the momen-
tum that we realized over the 
last number of years in edu-
cation, which is so important 
to our future,” Rep. Tommy 
Thompson said during the 
bill’s presentation.
Bevin’s budget proposal 
called for a 4.5 percent cut to 
universities’ budgets by June 
30. It also proposed a 9 per-
cent cut that would affect the 
universities’ budgets for the 
next two years.
In addition to increasing 
university funding, House 
Bill 303 also removes any 
plans for performance-based 
metrics. In his budget, Bevin 
suggested that performance-
based metrics be used to 
determine the amount of 
state funding each university 
would receive.
Rep. Rich Rand praised the 
bill for emphasizing the im-
portance of education.
“It was my hope that we 
could accomplish a few 
goals with this House bud-
get and the goals I believe 
this budget will meet, and 
they are invest in education, 
and this budget will invest 
in education heavily,” Rand 
said during his introduction 
of the bill.
The bill, which was spon-
sored by the Democrats, 
passed despite a majority 
of Republicans choosing to 
pass on voting.
Republicans who abstained 
from voting expressed con-
cern that they had not been
given sufficient time to re-
view the 211-page docu-
ment. Despite this, many of
them still praised the bill.
Rep. Steven Rudy, Republi-
can, said the bill shared many
similarities with the budget
drawn up by his party.
“It looks like something the
minority could live with,”
Rudy said.
In addition to restoring
university funding, the bill
also prohibits the Council
on Postsecondary Educa-
tion from cutting funding for
students studying veterinary
medicine and optometry. A
loss of funding would reduce
the number of students who
could study those topics.
The bill will be presented
to the entire House of Rep-
resentatives on Wednesday
and will be passed to the
Senate if approved.
Lifelong learning classes to begin this week
BY MONICA KAST 
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
An organization dedicated 
to providing learning op-
portunities for older leaders 
will begin their spring and 
summer courses this week.
The Society for Lifelong 
Learning is “a member-
driven organization dedi-
cated to offering a wide 
range of high quality, in-
tellectually stimulating, 
non-credit educational pro-
grams and experiences for 
ages 50 and over who have 
a love for learning,” accord-
ing to a press release from 
the Society.
“The Society for Lifelong 
Learning at WKU (SLL) is 
for adults 50 and over who 
are naturally curious about 
the world around them 
and appreciate the value 
of learning for a lifetime,” 
Susan Esters, the Market-
ing Manager in the Division 
of Extended Learning and 
Outreach at WKU, said in 
an email. “The people who 
sign up for classes are from 
a wide array of backgrounds 
and educational levels.”
They will be offering 23 
classes and four “Food for 
Thought” events through-
out the spring and summer. 
The spring courses started 
Tuesday and will be offered 
until May 5, with additional 
summer programs avail-
able.
According to a press re-
lease from the Society for 
Lifelong Learning, over 120 
members have registered 
for upcoming courses.
The Food for Thought 
events include classes and 
discussions titled “The Bea-
tles vs. the Stones,” “Immi-
gration in Kentucky,” “Tips 
for Staying Healthy as We 
Age” and “Taking Care of El-
vis.” The “Taking Care of El-
vis” event will feature guest 
speaker Letitia Henley Kirk, 
who was Elvis Presley’s pri-
vate nurse for over 10 years.
“Food For Thought events 
are an excellent way for 
the community to experi-
ence the SLL and what it of-
fers,” Ester said. “These are 
events that feature a guest 
speaker, a light meal and an 
opportunity to meet other 
SLL members.”
There will also be classes 
looking at the history of 
presidential elections and 
a course studying Shake-
speare’s “Twelfth Night” 
that includes a trip to Lou-
isville to see a production 
of the play by “Shakespeare 
Behind Bars.”
“Our members play a key 
role in determining the 
classes that we offer – and 
our instructors are willing 
to develop and teach class-
es based on what the SLL 
members request,” Cindy 
Ehresman, the Program 
Manager of Lifelong Learn-
ing, stated in an email.
The majority of the Soci-
ety for Lifelong Learning 
courses and activities will 
take place at the Knicely 
Conference Center located 
on South Campus.
Although the Society for 
Lifelong Learning is a mem-
bership-based organiza-
tion, the Food for Thought 
events are open to anyone 
who wants to attend with 
the purchase of a $10 ticket, 
Esters said. Guests who are 
interested in joining the 
Society for Lifelong Learn-
ing are also able to attend a 
class session for free before 
joining.




ing, Student Government 
Association President Jay 
Todd Richey announced 
the Garrett Conference 
Center might be undergo-
ing a renovation.
Richey said during a 
meeting with resident dis-
trict manager of Aramark 
Steve Hoyng, Hoyng said 
he wants students to send 
in a proposal of what Gar-
rett could look like in the 
future.
“It has the potential to 
have completely glass walls 
where you can look out 
across campus, a farmer’s 
market inside, a rooftop 
tower garden. There is the 
potential to completely re-
design this,” Richey said.
Richey said apparently 
the total cost of the reno-
vation would come from 
food services. If the renova-
tion were to be funded by a 
student fee, Richey said he 
would not approve.
“I am not going to sup-
port a student fee for a 
new building on campus,” 
Richey said. 
Richey also gave a brief 
explanation of a new app 
called RaveGaurdian, 
which is an emergency app 
that students can use on or 
around campus. This app 
will allow users to check in 
with their emergency con-
tacts and vice versa if they 
are alone or in an unfamil-
iar place.
“It should be released in 
a beta form this semester,” 
Richey said. “For whoever 
is in SGA next semester, I 
would 100 percent urge you 
all to preach the gospel of 
the RaveGardian.”
Director of Public Re-
lations Sawyer Coffey, 
proposed multiple SGA 
themed signs that will be 
located around campus to 
encourage students to join 
SGA.
“These signs don’t have 
to be the same graphic or 
design,” Coffey said. “The 
main purpose of these 
signs is to give our infor-
mation out and hopefully 
draw students to the SGA. 
Each sign will be placed 
along campus to hopefully 
draw students in.”
Freshman student speak-
er Brendan Ward proposed 
for more scholarships to 
be made for students who 
have disabilities.
As a student with two dis-
abilities, Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder 
and Dyslexia, it was hard 
enough going against other 
students that have 4.0 GPAs 
and high ACTs, Ward said.
“When I was first apply-
ing I did not see any schol-
arships for students with 
disabilities,” Ward said. “I 
feel left out because, even 
though I have a disability, 
I am proving people wrong 
by being here. It’s hard 
knowing that the university 
doesn’t fund us at all.”
Student speaker Nick 
Conrad announced Ama-
zon Student has agreed to 
purchase jerseys and spon-
sor WKU's League of Leg-
end team.
“For anyone that does not 
know what e-sports are, it’s 
basically, video games are 
becoming much more pro-
fessional and 'athletes”'are 
getting paid more and 
more money for just play-
ing video games,” Conrad 
said. “You know how your 
mother would always say 
you can’t be paid playing 
video games? That’s not 
true anymore.”
Bill 7-16-S, Funding for 
Water Bottles for WellU 
Wednesdays and the 2016 
Earth Day Festival, was 
approved with no debate. 
This bill allocates $300 to 
cover half of the cost of the
water bottles.
This is just to change what
the purpose of the bottles
is for, bill author Chelsea
Fought said. These bottles,
which were made for an
earlier event, came in too
late due to a manufacturing
problem, so they will now be
used in WellU Wednesdays
starting on March 30 and
during our Earth Day Festi-
val.
Bill 11-16-S, Funding for
Posters to Advertise the Fo-
rum “Life as an LGBTQIA
Student on the Hill,” was
approved with no debate.
This bill allocates $19.29




IA forum on Wednesday,
March 30 in the SGA Sen-
ate Chambers. The forum
will cover what it is like
for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transsexual, Queer, Inter-
sex, or Asexual student on
campus.
The next SGA meeting will
take place in the Student
Senate Chambers on Tues-
day, March 22.
Food For Th ought events are an 
excellent way for the community 
to experience the SLL and what it   
off ers.”
Susan Esters
It should be released in a beta 
form this semester. For who-
ever is in SGA next semester, 
I would 100 percent urge you 
all to preach the gospel of the   
'RaveGuardian'”
Jay Todd Richey
I think this budget proposal goes a 
long way in many parts to advance 
and enhance Kentucky's investment 
in its future and allows us to continue 
the momentum that we realized over 
the last number of years in education, 




For the third year in a row, the College Heights Herald
newsroom won the General Excellence Award from the
Kentucky Press Association. And for the fi rst time, the Herald
advertising/creative staff  won the General Excellence Award




Breaking news: Trey Crumbie, 
Shelby Rogers.
Sports column: Elliott Pratt.
Sports story: Kyle Williams.
Sports feature:Jonah Phillips.
Business story: Andrew Henderson. 
General news photo: Emily Kask.
Photo essay: Mike Clark, Jeff 
Brown, Ashley Cooper.
Sports photo: Nick Wagner.






Sports feature: Elliott Pratt.
Enterprise story: Jonah Phillips.
Ongoing coverage: Shelby 
Rogers, Trey Crumbie.
Picture essay: Brittany Greeson.
Special section: Abby Belknap 
(View of the Hill).
Third Place:
Breaking news: Taylor Harrison.
Feature story: Kyle Williams.
Sports story: Kyle Williams, 
Elliott Pratt.
Business story: Jessica Voorhees.
Multimedia: Luke Franke, Alyssa 
Pointer, Emily Kask, Bria Granville.
Breaking news photo: Nick 
Wagner.
Sports photo essay: Harrison Hill, 
Emily Kask, Nikki Boliaux.




Sports feature: Billy Rutledge.
Enterprise story: Lashana Harney.
Feature photo: Nick Wagner.





















Lawn and garden: Emily 
Lindeau.
Special publications: Zachary 
Tatoian.
Ad series: Emily Lindeau.
Sporting goods: Emily Lindeau.
Special events: Emily Lindeau.
Newspaper promotion: Emily 
Lindeau.
Digital ad: Emily Lindeau.







Group promotion: Zachary 
Tatoian.
Political: Zachary Tatoian.
Lawn and garden: Zachary 
Tatoian.
Special Publications: Staff.
Use of color: Zachary Tatoian.
Ad series: Staff.
Special events: Zachary Tatoian.







Special publications: Zachary 
Tatoian.
Use of color: Emily Lindeau.
Ad series: Bradley Greenwell.
General ads: Zachary Tatoian.
Digital ad: Bradley Greenwell.
Certificate of Merit:
Financial: Zachary Tatoian.




Special sections: Emily Lindeau.
Use of color: Zachary Tatoian.
Special events: Emily Lindeau.
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Monday-Thursday from 11am - 8pm
Friday from 11am - 4pm
fightin' fowl
PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
MARCH 17, 2016 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
Photojournalism can take a photographer hundreds of miles from home in the search for new subjects and com-
pelling stories. While the setting changes, the universal themes of family, friendship and tradition remain constant 
throughout. While working on a project in the Appalachian backcountry, I had the time to meet and make photo-
graphs of folks in a tight knit community tucked away in a West Virginian hollow. The experience introduced me to 
some great people I otherwise would never have met and I hope these portraits can do just that for my viewers.
PHOTOS BY gabriel scarlett
"This is a big house for a bachelor, ain't it?" asks Irvin as he looks out over his land 
at the many fi ghting roosters he raises. Sometimes he sells them, sometimes he 
fi ghts them. As laws become more strict, he’s limited those activities. At least one 
chicken dies in most fi ghts. "That's just like us," Irvin said. "One minute we can be 
here and the next we can be gone."
"I'm from Columbus," Big David said. "South side Bottoms, baby. I love it. I'm a city 
boy. I'm down here visiting for a few months to stay out of trouble, but there's no 
work to be had here. I'm a convicted felon so it's not like I can just walk in some-
where and get a job...You gotta go where you can fi nd work."
"KILLER" reads the tattoo on his right arm that also depicts a fi ghting cock like the ones Nickey raises at his family's trailer deep in the back country of Appalachia. "Some-
times we fi ght over by the graveyard," Nickey explained. "My momma's cousin is buried there and she always loved the chicken fi ghts, so we fi ght by her grave." The fi ghts 
are Nickey's only income source in a region ravaged by the boom and current bust of the coal industry.
"I live with my daddy. Fuck my momma. She's been in and out of my life since I 
was born." At the age of 16, "Little David" has already assumed most of the roles 
as man of the house at his family's trailer in the back country of Appalachia. His 
father is often confi ned to the house due to heart illness and Little David does not 
like to see him work, so he manages many of the chores for the family. For weeks, 
he has been clearing a mountainside of trees for fi rewood on his own. Sometimes 
his 3-year-old nephew, Isaiah,watches him work. "I'd kill for that boy," says 'Little 
David' of Isaiah. "I think we all would," cousin Brittany agrees.
BY SHANTEL PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
On Mar. 3, London senior 
Taylor Bowling was crowned 
the 2016 Coming Home King.
The crowd cheered as each of 
the candidates took their place 
on the basketball court that 
night.
When Bowling’s name was 
announced he was excited.
“My first thought was ‘mama I 
made it’,” Bowling said jokingly.
Bowling’s mother traveled 
two hours to support him on 
that night. For Bowling, that 
was one of the more rewarding 
moments.
“When they called my name 
she was smiling from ear-to-
ear, jumping up and down,” 
Bowling said. “All thanks goes to 
her, because she made me the 
person I am now.”
Bowling decided to partici-
pate in the 
C o m i n g 
H o m e 
King event because of his love 
for WKU. Bowling was a repre-
sentative for the Spirit Masters.
Though Bowling now has the 
title, looking back on the week 
he spent with 20 other young 
men, he feels they were all de-
serving.
“Excluding myself, the 20 oth-
er gentleman should’ve all been 
king,” Bowling said.
Bowling’s selflessness was 
something that resonated with 
the other candidates who spent 
time with him.
Louisville senior Marcus 
Stubbs recalls Bowling’s con-
stant selflessness from a text 
Bowling sent to him before a 
Coming Home King interview.
“I remember he texted me be-
fore my interview and said he 
hoped I did well,” Stubbs said.
That was a gesture that stuck 
out to Stubbs, as he and the 
other 20 candidates were going 
through the process.
Stubbs wasn’t surprised when 
Bowling won the crown. Stubbs 
said he was happy for his long-
time friend’s crowning.
“We all had a little competi-
tiveness in us, but we all did our 
thing,” Stubbs said.
During the interviewing pro-
cess when Stubbs was asked 
who he would pick to win if he 
wasn’t chosen, he chose Bowl-
ing. 
Another memorable moment 
for Bowling on his journey to 
Coming Home King was get-
ting to be closer to other men 
on campus.
Colton Hounshell, a senior 
from Oldham County was a 
candidate who also shared the 
same sentiments.
“It was nice to meet people 
from different areas,” Houn-
shell said. “We were all getting 
to know different people who 
would be future leaders.”
Above everything else, 
Bowling said he feels that 
this group of 
men   
showcases the excellence 
here at WKU.
“WKU has a lot to take pride 
in just by looking at the people 
who were nominated,” Bowling 
said.
Andrew Rash, coordinator 
for student activities, said it 
was “refreshing” to learn more 
about some of the best young 
men at WKU.
Rash helped coordinate some 
of the Coming Home King 
events, alongside Graduate As-
sistant Jarren Nixon.
“I’m glad to be a part of a 
program that recognizes some 
of WKU’s outstanding gentle-
men,” Rash said.
All people face rough times 
in life, but there are always op-
portunities that can take you to 
great places, Bowling said.
“What makes WKU so special 
is because just because we’re 
on the hill doesn’t mean we’re 
on top,” Bowling said. “I’ve had 
times that I’ve stayed in the val-
ley, but I’ve always had more 
opportunities 
than I could 
ever ask for.”
BY MADISON MARTIN 
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
When Franklin senior Jacob Holt first 
started college at WKU he had a class in 
Cherry Hall at the top of the infamous 
Hill. After circling around the build-
ing, he finally found an accessible door 
on the ground floor, where upon he 
reached the building’s elevator inside. 
This was a necessary course of action 
for him because Holt uses a power 
chair.
As a student who was born with os-
teogenesis imperfecta type III, also 
known as “brittle bones disease,” cer-
tain measures of accessibility are nec-
essary for Holt to access buildings and 
maneuver the campus while using a 
wheelchair. As president of the Resi-
dents Hall Association, the representa-
tive organization for students living on 
campus, Holt endeavors to advocate 
for all kinds of students, both with and 
without disabilities.
“I’m just a person trying to live the 
American dream like everybody else,” 
Holt said.
Meanwhile, Ronald Ramsing, associ-
ate professor of recreation administra-
tion, is teaching inclusivity curriculum 
so that students are better equipped to 
serve all individuals with varying abili-
ties. He instructs a class called Inclusive 
Recreation, a course made mandatory 
for majors after receiving student feed-
back that emphasized its importance.
“We are deconstructing basically the 
attitudes that people have about work-
ing with people with differing abilities,” 
Ramsing said. “This is really a class 
about diversity.  It just happens to focus 
on individuals with disabilities.”
Ramsing does this by educating his 
students about the etymology of terms 
and language surrounding individuals 
with disabilities, in order to help them 
understand how society has framed 
certain perspectives. The Americans 
with Disabilities Act is discussed, and 
Ramsing has his students go through 
simulations to gain a better idea on 
what it would be like to have a disabili-
ty. One such exercise is having students 
navigate the campus for 90 minutes 
while using a wheelchair.
This does not make students under-
stand just what it’s like to be a person 
who uses a chair, Ramsing said, but 
gives an approximation of it while rais-
ing sensitivity. This is fueled by the be-
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HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
The WKU chapter of Americans for 
Informed Democracy has partnered 
with the ONE Campaign, an inter-
national advocacy and campaigning 
organization, to join the fight against 
extreme poverty.
One of the group’s efforts this semes-
ter has been a letter-writing campaign 
to Republican Sen. Mitch McConnell 
urging him to support funding for life-
saving programs, such as the Global 
Fund, that fight extreme poverty.
As defined by the World Bank, some-
one classified under extreme poverty 
lives on less than $1.25 per day.
“The Bowling Green community 
has been impacted by poverty,” Bowl-
ing Green freshman Nicole Camargo 
said. “We have seen homeless people 
around the square and have seen neg-
ative and insensitive responses to this 
coming from local newspapers.”
Camargo said it is important to real-
ize that helping these people is essen-
tial for a better community.
The letter-writing campaign serves 
as one of the ONE Campaign’s cam-
pus challenges to get students more 
involved in helping those in poverty 
in both local communities and glob-
al communities. Each letter earns 
a school points. WKU is currently 
ranked in the top 30 schools in the na-
tion for this campaign.
Camargo has worked alongside Lou-
isville freshman Andi Dahmer. The 
pair serve as co-presidents of Ameri-
cans for Informed Democracy, and it 
was Dahmer’s idea to revitalize the or-
ganization’s chapter at WKU this year.
“There are lots of political organiza-
tions on campus,” Dahmer said. “But 
AID is special because of its impact at 
both the local and global levels.”
Through AID and the ONE Cam-
paign, Dahmer and Camargo have 
also spearheaded the letter-writing 
campaign at WKU.
The letters serve a dual purpose, ac-
cording to Dahmer. The first purpose 
is to impact U.S. global development 
assistance, ultimately saving lives, 
and the second purpose is to educate 
the WKU community about AID and 
ONE.
Dahmer and Camargo have hosted 




to fi ght poverty
WKU 2016 Coming Home King crowned
Senior Taylor Bowling was crowned 
2016 Coming Home King. Bowling is 
a civil engineering major who got a 
job off er in Lexington KY where he 
will work after college.  "I found out 
about the Coming Home King, because 
my roommate last year ran and so I 
decided to this year," Bowling said. 
EBONY COX/HERALD
Senior Daniel Strozdas of Springfi eld, Ohio, is wheeled into the Preston Center as part of an accessibility simulation for the Inclusive Recre-
ation course at WKU. Associate professor of recreation administration Ron Ramsing has been doing the wheelchair accessibility simulation 
for about nine years now and says the activity is all about raising awareness. "I caution students against making sweeping generalizations 
about what life with a disability is like after participating in this simulation," Ramsing said. "But it is important for students to have a better 
understanding of the challenges people face so that they can be better advocates for change." JENNIFER KING/HERALD
ROLLING WITH IT
SEE POVERTY PAGE B2
Student and faculty discuss campus wheelchair accessibility
Documentary captures life of Appalachian coal mining
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
The term “overburden” is 
used for the rock, soil, trees and 
ecosystem that lie above a coal 
seam. It is also the title of Chad 
Stevens’ documentary about 
environmental devastation in 
the Appalachian coal mining 
region and the effect it has had 
on the area’s surrounding com-
munities.
Stevens, director and cine-
matographer of the film “Over-
burden,” visited campus Tues-
day night for Bowling Green’s 
first screening.
Before the viewing, Stevens 
recounted the experience that 
inspired him to begin the proj-
ect.
Stevens said a friend drove 
him up a mountain road in 
eastern Kentucky to an over-
look, where he witnessed 
mountaintop removal for the 
first time. Stevens explained 
mountaintop removal as an in-
tense form of coal mining.
“That was the moment that 
changed me,” Stevens said.
After observing such destruc-
tion of the earth firsthand, Ste-
vens said he was led to create 
the film.
The documentary follows 
two women, both residents of 
Coal River Mountain in south-
ern West Virginia.
The two women initially con-
trast politically regarding coal 
mining. One of the women, 
Lorelei Scarbro, is an environ-
mental activist who worked 
tirelessly to put a stop to the de-
struction caused by coal min-
ing. The other, Betty Harrah, is 
pro-coal and believes there is 
no alternative to the industry 
because of its economic influ-
ence.
However, a devastating ex-
plosion in one of the mines 
brought the two women to-
gether in protest against the 
coal company responsible for 
the deaths of 29 men in their 
community.
Mountaintop removal was 
Stevens’ inspiration to begin 
the project and played an im-
portant role in the documen-
tary, but Stevens said the proj-
ect evolved tremendously from 
this primary idea.
In the film, Scarbro works 
alongside researchers to find 
wind power alternatives to 
coal. However, her primary 
motivation to put a stop to 
coal-mining destruction is 
not derived from her desire 
to protect the environment. 
Stevens said Scarbro told 
him she was doing it for her 
grandchildren.
Family is something many 
people will fight for; both Scar-
bro and Harrah make this clear 
as they share their stories. Al-
though the coal industry is de-
stroying the land surrounding 
the homes and communities 
of both of these women, it also 
provides their family mem-
bers’ jobs and welfare.
CatyBeth Gooding, Lexing-
ton freshman, attended the 
screening and said she was 
reminded of her trip to east-
ern Kentucky last summer. 
Gooding said she met peo-
ple whose family members 
worked in the mines, and she 
had the opportunity to hear 
their stories.
“Most of them seemed to be 
very positive about it,” Good-
ing said, “but they would also 
talk about how dangerous it 
was.”
The film not only portrays 
environmental devastation but 
also highlights the risks that 
threaten coal miners and their 
families. Scarbro’s husband 
died of black lung disease as 
a result of work in the mines, 
and Harrah’s brother was killed 
in the Upper Big Branch mine 
explosion.
“Overburden” captured Scar-
bro’s work alongside research-
ers to advocate use of wind-
powered energy instead of 
coal. Gooding said she hadn’t 
realized how attainable these 
alternative sources of energy 
could be before she watched 
the movie.
“I think a lot of people are 
in the same position I was,” 
Gooding said. She said she 
was aware of the conflict be-
tween environmentalists and 
those who earned their living 
through mining.
“Many people don’t under-
stand there are other options 
and how reachable those alter-
native power sources can be,” 
Gooding said.
Olivia Santangelo, Crescent 
Springs freshman, said she 
didn’t realize how large an im-
pact coal companies had on 
the destruction of mountains 
and how many people were af-
fected by it until she watched 
the film.
“I knew it was happening; I 
just didn’t know how large of a 
scale it was,” Santangelo said.
Santangelo, a geology major, 
said she’s always had a passion 
for exploring the earth and 
protecting it.
“I think the most important 
thing you can do for the envi-
ronment is stand up for it since 
it can’t stand up for itself,” San-
tangelo said.
WKU alumnus Chad Stevens speaks with students in the Mass Media Technology Hall Auditorium following 
the fi rst viewing of his recent documentary "Overburden" in his home town of Bowling Green on Mar. 15. The 
award winning fi lm delves into the issues of mountain top removal and the unsustainability of strictly "Coal 
Country" that is found in much of Appalachia.  GABRIEL SCARLETT/HERALD
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lief that all people should have access to 
recreation and still be accommodated 
and included no matter what their abil-
ities are.
“Recreation is, in essence, about qual-
ity of life, and it’s a right; it’s not a privi-
lege,” Ramsing said.
Ultimately, Ramsing wants his stu-
dents to better understand how to meet 
the needs of any individual they work 
with.
“It’s being people-centered or person-
centered,” Ramsing said. “And so yes, 
they are unique individuals; they may 
have a disability, but it’s the person 
first.”
Matthew Davis, a WKU alumnus and 
coordinator for the Student Accessibil-
ity Resource Center, stays active with 
the help of his wheelchair.
As someone who was born with spina 
bifida, a birth defect where fluid builds 
up on the spinal cord, which can cause 
varying levels of paralysis, Davis uses 
a push chair in his day-to-day life. His 
case gives him little to no feeling below 
the knees.
“I really didn’t think about [being] a 
person with a disability until some-
body else pointed it out, because I was 
born with mine,” Davis said. “I just kind 
of adapted to the world around me, I 
guess.”
Davis recalled riding a Big Wheel and 
mobilizing himself by sitting on a skate-
board as a kid. His father adapted his bi-
cycle by putting in foot stirrups so Davis 
could use his legs instead of his feet to 
pedal.
His love of sports and activity since a 
young age has led to his participation 
in a variety of adaptive sports for al-
most 20 years. While having experience 
in playing sled hockey, basketball and 
tennis, Davis chiefly races. The sport 
has taken him all over, from compet-
ing in the Boston Marathon to the Oita 
International Wheelchair Marathon in 
Japan. It will be his 14th year racing in 
Oita this October.
“I just joke with them here [at the Stu-
dent Accessibility Recourse Center] that 
I’m just doing this gig to feed my wheel-
chair sports habit,” Davis said.
When Davis is not racing, he’s acting 
as a resource and advocate for students 
in the SARC.
The SARC, located in Downing Stu-
dent Union, endeavors to provide stu-
dents a one-stop shop for their acces-
sibility needs both inside and outside of 
the classroom. This includes, but is not 
limited to, providing testing rooms and 
proctors, making sure buildings and 
classrooms are accessible, and helping 
with housing. Parking and Transpor-
tation Services offers wheelchair lift-
equipped Topper Transit buses along 
with on-call para-transit service.
Holt utilizes the SARC and Davis as 
a resource while also teaming up with 
them to help implement changes that 
improve accessibility.
“If I have any sort of question, I know 
I can ask Matt,” Holt said. “If he doesn’t 
know, he can go figure it out, which is 
nice.”
When the new DSU first opened, Holt 
found that there were no accessible 
buttons installed to open doors. Holt 
worked with Davis and RHA to have 
contractors and engineers install them 
in the building.
“I’m not averse to those challenges,” 
Holt said. “I’m used to fighting for stuff 
that I feel is unfair, I guess.”
Holt has brought attention to other 
challenges related to campus struc-
tures, like working with HRL and PTS to 
widen the handicap spaces in the Min-
ton Lot, when they could not fit his van 
and ramp. Although the campus is not 
perfectly accessible and has room for 
improvement, Holt said the Americans 
with Disabilities Act can only require 
accessibility accommodations that are 
“readily achievable.”
 “It’s small, small victories at a time,” 
Holt said. “The world doesn’t change 
overnight, as cool as that’d be.”
Holt was reluctant to offer up what 
he would want someone to know who 
might not be aware of challenges that 
wheelchair users may face. He said he 
was just another individual trying to 
achieve success.
“I’m not asking for anything from 
anybody,” Holt said. “That question sets 
me up like I’m the wheelchair Pope, like 
‘something we should all know about!’ 
Everybody’s different.”
Davis said that it was an act of turning 
lemons into lemonade when having 
the opportunity to travel and compete 
in adaptive sports. Holt said he shares a 
love of sarcasm with Davis and can give 
him a hard time.




past few Wednesdays to write letters 
to McConnell.
ONE is an international campaign-
ing and advocacy organization that 
fights against extreme poverty and 
preventable disease such as HIV and 
AIDS, Camargo said. She added that 
the campaign puts focus on students 
taking action and engaging with local 
politicians to have their voices heard.
Cofounded by singer-songwriter 
Bono, ONE strives to “raise public 
awareness and work with political 
leaders to combat AIDS and prevent-
able diseases, increase investments 
in agriculture and nutrition, and de-
mand greater transparency so gov-
ernments are accountable to their 
citizens,” according to the campaign’s 
website.
Dahmer and Camargo hope that 
through a vast amount of letters sent 
to McConnell, the senator will take 
action in Congress to support life-
saving programs and bring up these 
important issues.
AID hopes to continue to part-
ner with ONE in the future in their 
fight against extreme poverty. AID is 
unique because its platforms depend 
on the passion of its members, Dah-
mer said.
“Overall, we simply hope to make a 
positive difference in both the local 
and global community,” Dahmer said.
AID meets on Wednesdays at 5 p.m. 
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BY ANDREW HENDERSON 
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Poetic verses and the imagery of vivid 
stories filled the confines of Ransdell 
Hall Auditorium on Tuesday as Frank 
X Walker held a public reading and 
book signing.
Walker is a graduate of the University 
of Kentucky and holds a Master of Fine 
Arts in Writing from Spalding Univer-
sity. He is a founder of the Affrilachian 
Poets as well as the term from which 
the group derives its name.
The term “Affrilachian” was first 
coined by Walker in his 2000 book of 
the same name. Affrilachian has come 
to be defined by the New Oxford Amer-
ican Dictionary as “An African Ameri-
can who is native to or resides in Ap-
palachia.”
“I’m going to try to keep you awake, 
but at the same time I’m going to try 
and make it worth your while,” Walker 
said to the room. 
Walker said his reading at WKU was 
the second of 20, two of which occur 
in Kentucky, that he will deliver this 
spring. He presented the first reading 
at Alice Lloyd College two weeks ago.
“I’m the kind of poet, writer, artist 
that likes to interrogate a subject, to 
hold up to the light, to ask it to tell the 
truth,” he said.
Walker’s first two poems came from 
his 2000 book “Affrilachian.” The first, 
“Death by Basketball,” spoke about the 
sport's fame and commercialism.
The poem centers around a third-
grade student as they choose playing 
basketball over educational pursuits.
“On a court made bald from daily 
use and instead of writing his spelling 
words he signed a contract he could 
barely read,” the poem reads.
Walker later read poetry from a cur-
rent research project. He said he is 
investigating the foundations of insti-
tutional racism in the United States, 
and right now he’s looking specifically 
at former president Thomas Jefferson.
“Whatever you believe about the 
great Thomas Jefferson, and whatever 
desire you to have to visit Monticello, 
understand that that story and that his-
tory and that reputation has been culti-
vated and shaped to be warm to people 
who don’t ask questions,” Walker said.
Walker’s inspiration for his poems 
was based on Jefferson’s “Notes on the 
State of Virginia.” Jefferson’s work is 
broken up into different queries, and 
Walker looks specifically at Query 14, 
which chronicles Jefferson’s thoughts 
on African men and women, including 
their skin, hair, odor and other physi-
cal characteristics.
The first poem centered on Jeffer-
son’s relationship with Sally Hemings. 
Hemings was a slave at Monticello and 
is believed to have had six of Jefferson’s 
children. The “Report of the Research 
Committee on Thomas Jefferson and 
Sally Hemings,” released by the Thom-
as Jefferson Foundation in 2000, sup-
ports this conclusion.
Walker also read work from his 2013 
collection “Turn Me Loose: The Ung-
hosting of Medgar Evers.”
“Medgar was assassinated in 1961. 
Most young people know about Dr. 
[Martin Luther] King, Malcolm X, JFK’s 
assassination ... without even realizing 
Medgar was the first in a kind of series 
of political assassinations in the Civil 
Rights era,” Walker said.
Aalayah Purnell, Harrodsburg fresh-
man and Walker’s niece, said she didn’t 
know about his poetry until her step-
father told her about it, and Walker's 
reading was the first time she had 
heard him speak publicly.
Purnell said his poetry was unex-
pected yet inspiring for her. She said 
“One-Third of 180 Grams of Lead” 
from “Turn Me Loose” stood out to her 
the most.
“I really, really like that one. Even 
though it wasn’t one of the more posi-
tive ones, it stuck with me the most,” 
Purnell said.
Walker closed his reading with “Love 
Letter to the World."
“Thank you, world, for this open-book 
exam before us, for still believing we are 
worthy of your love,” the poem reads.
BY KJ HALL
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
WKU students and mem-
bers of the Zeta Mu chapter of 
Sigma Chi fraternity alike are 
anticipating the annual Fight 
Night event that will take place 
over two nights this weekend.
Sigma Chi is continuing 
their tradition of setting up a 
ring, reaching out to local box-
ers and fighters and hosting 
Fight Night. All money raised 
will be donated to the Hunts-
man Cancer Institute in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.
“The goal of Fight Night is to 
raise as much money as pos-
sible for Huntsman,” Bowl-
ing Green junior Kaleb Sat-
terly,  President of the Zeta Mu 
chapter of Sigma Chi, said. “It’s 
our national philanthropic 
organization and what most 
chapters donate to.”
Fight Night is Sigma Chi’s 
biggest event of the year, with 
the amount they raise fluctu-
ating from year to year. Last 
year, Sigma Chi raised over 
$36,000 to donate to cancer 
research.
Sigma Chi also has various 
events throughout this week 
to help them raise money to 
put Fight Night on including 
Derby Days and a pageant in 
Downing Student Union.
“We’ve actually had two 
brothers fly out and do train-
ings and seminars with other 
Sigma Chi chapters on how to 
raise money the most effec-
tively,” Satterly said.
Fraternity members, along-
side the Fight Night chair, Tay-
lor Oaken, have been prep-
ping for the event since fall, 
including finding a venue, 
organizing buses and finding 
transportation for everyone, 
Satterly said.
“It’s a whole week where all 
our fraternity members really 
get involved,” Hopkinsville 
sophomore Brandon Scott 
said.
The event will take place at 
the Convention Center with 
the doors opening at 8 p.m. 
The number of fighters varies 
each year, but this year there 
will probably 18-20 fighters 
with 8-10 fights a night, ac-
cording to Scott. Each fighter 
is guaranteed at least two 
fights and a trophy will be 
awarded to the champion.
Fight Night is a tradition that 
has been going on for quite 
some time.
“We found some old pictures 
of Fight Night, which was re-
ally cool, and we really want 
to carry on this tradition and 
keep it going,” Scott said.
Tickets are being sold for $20 
a night at the door and $35 for 
a two-day pass if you purchase 
in advance.
“I want to see a great turn 
out for Fight Night and ev-
eryone have a good time, but 
most importantly, I hope we 
surpass last year’s amount 
of $36,000 to donate to the 




Southern Kentucky saw a record 
amount of snow for the 2015–2016 
winter season.
During the seventh snowiest win-
ter season on record, Bowling Green 
received 43.5 inches of snow over a 
12-month period from Feb. 14, 2015, 
to Feb. 14, 2016.
Associate professor Gregory Go-
odrich, leader of WKU’s meteorology 
program, researched Bowling Green’s 
impressive snowfall record this win-
ter season. Goodrich said it was more 
than five times the normal amount.
“There was about a 12-month win-
dow that we had an incredible amount 
of snowfall compared to normal,” Go-
odrich said.
Goodrich compared Bowling Green’s 
unusual snowfall to amounts that are 
more typical for U.S. cities farther 
north. During his research, Goodrich 
discovered that Bowling Green actu-
ally received more snow this season 
than Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit and 
Bismarck, North Dakota.
Goodrich’s research also revealed 
that Bowling Green received 15 inches 
more snow than Anchorage, Alaska. 
“Pretty much everywhere that gets a 
lot of snow in normal winter is below 
us," Goodrich said.
In a press release, Goodrich credited 
El Nino, a climatic anomaly responsi-
ble for disrupting normal weather pat-
terns, for both Kentucky’s remarkably 
heavy snow and northern cities’ lighter 
snowfall.
“All of this is related to El Nino,” Go-
odrich said. “The same reason we have 
so much snow is the same reason those 
places have less than normal.”
Geography and geology professor 
Stuart Foster directs the Kentucky Cli-
mate Center and is Kentucky’s State 
Climatologist. He explained that El 
Nino occurs when the atmosphere and 
oceans work together to create an ac-
tive storm track farther south.
“The El Nino pattern occurs when 
you get warmer-than-normal surface 
temperatures in the equatorial Pacific 
off the coast of South America,” Foster 
said. “That happens when the easterly 
winds get weaker, as they do during an 
El Nino."
Foster said this active storm track in 
the south resulted in Kentucky as well 
as northern cities receiving abnormal 
snowfall amounts.
“What happens sometimes is with 
that active storm track, if enough of 
that cold air comes up along the Ap-
palachian Mountains and along the 
coast, we can get a heavy snowfall,” 
Foster said.
Goodrich said climate change also 
had a small part to play in the amount 
of snowfall El Nino storm tracks have 
been able to produce.
“The oceans are the source of where 
the moisture for these storms comes 
from, and the oceans are warmer 
than they have been in, say, the last 30 
years,” Goodrich said.
Goodrich said meteorologists will 
now begin setting their sights on the 
upcoming severe weather season be-
ginning in April and May.
“Typically after the first week of 
March, things really start to change 
very dramatically,” he said.
Goodrich added that as El Nino con-
tinues to weaken, signs of an upcom-
ing La Nina season, a climatic season 
causing the opposite effects of El Nino, 
are becoming more apparent.
“It’s just the opposite shift of the Pa-
cific Ocean,” Goodrich said. “La Nina 
springs are actually some of our most 
active for severe weather.”
According to a report from the Na-
tional Centers for Environmental 
Information, the Midwest region 
has high odds to experience El Nino 
through late spring. 
Aff rilachian poet hosts public poetry reading
Fraternity fi ghts to knock out cancer
Experts explain Kentucky’s hectic winter
Poet Frank X Walker delivers his poetry to students and faculty in Ransdell Hall Au-
ditorium on Tuesday, March 15. "A few students I saw earlier asked me to read a few 
poems on police brutality,” Walker said. EBONY COX/HERALD
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BY HUNTER FRINT
 HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU track and field 
program finished the 2016 
indoor season last weekend 
at the NCAA Championships 
with several noteworthy fin-
ishes during the two days of 
competing.
“That really, really means 
a lot when you can make the 
NCAA Championship in-
doors,” Head Coach Erik Jen-
kins said.  “It’s a major step 
when you can say you’re one 
of the top 20 of anything, but 
when you can say you’re in the 
top 15 in the country or top 10, 
it just continues to get better.”
The championships took 
place at the Crossplex in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. Last Fri-
day, junior Emmanuel Dasor 
stood out in the 400-meter for 
the men’s team. On the first 
day of the championship, Da-
sor qualified for the 400-meter 
final.
The Ghana native finished 
third in the preliminaries 
with a time of 46.60 seconds. 
This time was good enough 
to clinch the eighth and final 
spot in the 400-meter final set 
to begin the next day. Najee 
Glass, University of Florida, 
filled the top spot for the race 
with a time of 46.31 seconds.
“The one thing about track 
and field: it is a world sport,” 
Jenkins said. “You have some 
of the best athletes in the 
world competing at the NCAA 
Championships in track and 
field. And our athletes have 
been able to line up and com-
pete very well against every 
major conference in the coun-
try.”
Dasor also ran for the 
200-meter race on Friday but 
with a time of 21.23 seconds 
did not notch a qualifying 
spot.
For the women’s team, ju-
nior Carrol Hardy, who has 
showed talent all season, 
competed in the preliminaries 
for the 60-meter.
Hardy finished with a time 
of 7.52 seconds but did not 
qualify for the finals. Hannah 
Cunliffe, University of Oregon, 
notched the top spot with a 
time of 7.12 seconds in the 
women’s 60-meter run.
On Saturday, the final day 
of the NCAA Championships, 
Dasor and junior Ventavius 
Sears wrapped up WKU’s in-
door season.
Dasor completed his 
400-meter in seventh place 
with a time of 46.61 seconds 
for his junior indoor season. 
Zach Bilderback, University of 
Texas, clinched first place in 
the race with a time of 46.03.
Sears competed in the finals 
for the triple jump and fin-
ished 14th with a distance of 
14.28 meters. First place went 
to Clive Pullen, University of 
Arkansas, with a jump of 16.64 
meters.
At the end of the champi-
onships, Dasor was awarded 
first-team All-American hon-
ors for his 400-meter perfor-
mance and second-team All-
American in the 200-meters.
In the triple jump, Sears 
earned second-team All-
American. For her 60-meter 
performance, Hardy was also 
awarded second-team All-
American.
Overall, the WKU track and 
field team captured four All-
American performances.
"I am extremely proud of our 
three NCAA participants," Jen-
kins said. "To make this meet, 
you have to earn a spot, and 
they have represented WKU at 
a high level and I look forward 
to their continued success."
Three individuals from WKU 
track and field will be going 
to Portland, Oregon, for the 
World Championships this 
weekend. This is a precursor
to the Olympic Games.
Dasor will be competing in 
the 400-meter race, sopho-
more Julius Morris will be in
the 60-meter race and alum-
nus Elvyonn Bailey will be in
the 400-meter race.
Outdoor season will begin 
for WKU track and field on
March 25 in Nashville at the
Black and Gold Invitational




Monday will offer Hilltop-
per fans and critics their first 
opportunity to see what the 
WKU football team will look 
like in its third season under 
Head Coach Jeff Brohm.
Spring training will feature 
15 practices open to the pub-
lic over a five-week span cul-
minating in the Red-White 
scrimmage Saturday, April 23, 
at 1 p.m.
The practices will reveal how 
a blend of veteran and new 
talent is meshing in a season 
that sees the Toppers return 
exactly 11 starters, seven on 
offense and four on defense, 
from the last campaign.
These returning starters, in-
cluding senior leading receiv-
er Taywan Taylor and all five 
starting offensive lineman, 
were part of the 2015 squad 
that won its first-ever FBS 
conference championship.
The team also claimed its 
second consecutive bowl vic-
tory and earned the program’s 
first national ranking.
Defensively the Toppers look 
poised to pick up where they 
left off last year.
Granted, the offseason did 
see the departure of senior 
linebacker Nick Holt, senior 
defensive back Wonderful Ter-
ry and other playmakers.
Redshirt junior linebacker 
T.J. McCollum, leading tackler, 
as well as senior safeties Mar-
cus Ward and Branden Leston 
will come back refreshed.
Fans also anticipate the re-
turn of redshirt senior running 
back Leon Allen. As a senior 
last season, Allen was slated to 
lead the Topper running game 
until, in the second week, he 
was sidelined for the season 
against Louisiana Tech.
Like former quarterback 
Brandon Doughty’s return for 
an extra year of eligibility, Al-
len’s career was also granted 
an extra year of eligibility after 
major ligament damage side-
lined him for virtually a full 
season.
Brohm has been previously 
quoted as saying that there 
have been “several hiccups” 
in Allen’s recovery, so Allen’s 
level of involvement in spring 
training isn’t entirely known at 
this time.
While including Allen in 
Brohm’s offensive plans next 
season certainly boosts the 
team’s outlook, the offensive’s 
overall complexion will look a 
little different without the tal-
ismanic leadership Doughty 
offered.
At this point, it is unclear 
who will emerge as the starter 
among redshirt senior Nelson 
Fishback, redshirt sophomore 
Drew Eckels and graduate stu-
dent Tyler Ferguson.
Practices begin Monday, 
Mar. 21, from 4-6 p.m. and will 
be held on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays until the 
spring game on April 23. There 
will be no Friday practice on 
April 8 or April 22.
Track and fi eld wraps up indoor season
Spring practice to start for the Hilltoppers
TRACK AND FIELD
FOOTBALL
Shortly after, freshman infielder Ste-
ven DiPuglia scored, redshirt sopho-
more outfielder Harrison Scanlon to 
extend the lead to 2-0.
After sophomore infielder Steven 
Kraft’s and Thomas Peter both hit RBI’s 
to make the score 4-0, senior third 
baseman Danny Hudzina struck again 
from the plate.
The NCAA’s fifth ranked player in hits 
singled to centerfield to score Kraft 
and extend the lead to 5-0. The hit also 
extends Hudzina’s hitting streak to 21 
games.
“We perform well under pressure,” 
Hudzina said about his team’s perfor-
mance at the plate. “We’ve done a great 
job of extending innings. Whether its 
two strikes or two outs, we’re always in 
the game. We’ve been coached well in 
those tough situations.”
With the bases loaded, Pop walked 
Scanlon to bring home Peter for the 
inning’s final score. After the Wildcats 
scored one run to make the score 6-1, 
the Hilltoppers had another big inning 
in the fourth.
Scanlon hit a shot off the wall in cen-
ter field to bring in Peter to extend the 
lead back to six. After Downing’s sacri-
fice fly scored Hudzina, redshirt junior 
outfielder Zach Janes roped an RBI 
single to push the lead to 9-1.
Once again, Pop walked the Hill-
toppers with the bases loaded which 
scored Peter for the inning’s final run. 
Something wrong did happen for the 
Hilltoppers on the evening, though, as 
Peter went down with an injury at first 
base.
“We think it’s a hamstring, but we’re 
not sure,” Pawlowski said about Peter’s 
injury. “Peter is such a tremendous 
player. He’s a leader both on and off the 
field. We certainly hope for the best for 
him. He’s going to be fine, we just don't 
know when. We have great doctors and 
trainers and they’re going to treat him 
and we’ll see how it plays out.”
Immediately after Peter’s injury, the 
Wildcats began to claw their way back 
into the game, scoring four unan-
swered runs to cut the lead to 10-5 as 
the two teams entered the top of the 
eighth inning.
However, the Hilltoppers answered 
with another big inning. Junior out-
fielder Chris Rogers, Peter’s replace-
ment, hit an RBI double and scored a 
run to highlight a four-run inning that 
extended the lead to 14-5.
“We had a lot of guys step up today,” 
Pawlowski continued. “Chris Rogers 
stepped up in place of Thomas Peter. I 
think it brought our team down when 
Peter went down, but Rogers came up 
with a big RBI double that got us back 
on track.”
Redshirt junior pitcher Jackson 
Sowell finished off the Wildcats at the 
mound as the Hilltoppers came away 
victorious by a final score of 14-6. 
Sophomore pitcher Logan Weins got 
the win from the mound, improving 
him to 2-1 on the season.
The Hilltoppers improve to 11-5 on 
the season and travel to Norfolk, Va., 
this weekend to face conference foe 
Old Dominion (12-4). The Hilltoppers 
and Monarchs will play a three game 
series to open Conference USA play.
BASEBALL
Continued from SPORTS
Sowell has finished the 
Hilltoppers’ games well. The 
Bowling Green native has been 
the strongest player from the 
bullpen so far as he currently 
fields a 0.79 team ERA in seven 
different appearances.
Defense hasn’t been WKU’s 
only strong suit so far this sea-
son, as the Tops have put to-
gether a very impressive 
season from the plate. 
At press time, the team 
is currently second in 
C-USA in runs scored with 108 
and third in the conference in 
hits with 169.
Senior third baseman Dan-
ny Hudzina leads the Hilltop-
per offensive attack as he cur-
rently has an incredible .471 
batting average which is the 
fifth best average in Division I 
baseball. Hudzina also is tied 
for the lead nationally in hits 
with 33 through 16 games.
What is truly mind-blow-
ing, however, is the fact that 
Hudzina may not even be the 
team’s best power hitter this 
season.
Sophomore outfielder Kaleb 
Duckworth has the team lead 
in home runs with three and 
is second on the team in RBIs 
with 17. He isn’t too far behind 
Hudzina in batting average 
as Duckworth bats .413 at the 
plate.
While some may think that 
WKU’s impressive offensive 
and defensive statistics are 
due to a soft early season 
schedule, this just isn’t the 
case. The Tops have defeated 
the previously mentioned SEC 
teams and the University of 
Cincinnati.
These numbers are likely to 
decrease as more games are 
played and the season goes 
on. However, it is to be deter-
mined if the Hilltoppers can 
keep their record this respect-
able as they start conference 
play in the challenging C-USA 
schedule.
If the team can continue to 
show improvement on the 
mound and if Hudzina and 
Duckworth keep leading the 
Hilltoppers strongly at the 
plate, there is a great chance 
that Pawlowski’s baseball re-
vival can turn into a deep run 
in the C-USA tournament.
REECER'S PIECE
Continued from SPORTS
Henderson junior Kyle Wilson, left, competes in the mile at the Music City Challenge at Vanderbilt in 
Nashville Feb. 13. Wilson went on to fi nish 28th overall. JUSTIN GILLILAND/HERALD
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MARCH 17, 2016 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
» Football: Hilltoppers to begin spring 
practice Monday. See page B4.
BASEBALL REECER'S PIECE
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Junior pitcher Ryan Thurston (20) pitches during the game against the University at Albany, SUNY at Nick Denes Field on 
Saturday.  WKU beat Albany 12-2.  MATT LUNSFORD/HERALD
Spring is a season of 
new beginnings and 
fresh starts as warmer 
weather gives way to 
blossoming flowers 
and new life.
With the 2016 season 
underway, the WKU 
baseball team (11-5) 
is in a new beginning 
of its own with first-
year Head Coach John 
Pawlowski at the helm, and what a 
fresh start it has been for the squad.
The Hilltoppers opened the season 
with a 7-1 record in their first eight 
games, the best start for the program 
since the 1985 season.
Even more impressive is the Hilltop-
pers’ record over the Southeastern 
Conference. The Tops are currently 
3-0 on the year against the SEC with 
wins over the University of Georgia, 
the University of Tennessee and the 
University of Kentucky.
If not for a series sweep at the hands 
of Jacksonville State, in which WKU 
lost three games by a combined four 
runs, the Hilltoppers’ record would be 
even more impressive.
So after last year’s losing season, 
which featured a second-to-last place 
finish in Conference USA, what has 
led to this sudden change?
While a head coaching change may 
take most of the credit, the real reason 
for the Hilltoppers’ quick turnaround 
has been their vast improvement on 
the pitching mound.
Last season, WKU fielded a pitiful 
4.75 team ERA compared to a much-
improved 3.60 team ERA through 
their first 16 games this year. The Top-
per pitching staff currently holds the 
fourth-best team ERA in C-USA.
The performance of senior pitcher 
Austin King has been one of the big-
gest reasons for the Hilltoppers’ im-
proved play at the position. He leads 
the team with a 3.18 ERA and is sec-
ond on the team with 19 strikeouts in 
four starts.
Redshirt junior pitcher Jackson 









Hilltoppers defeat Wildcats for second year in a row
BY SAM PORTER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU baseball team traveled to 
Lexington on Tuesday for a match-
up against in-state rival University of 
Kentucky. After beating the Wildcats 
12-3 in 2015, the Hilltoppers once 
again got it done from the plate en 
route to a 14-6 victory.
Every starter for WKU got on base 
and all but one scored a run as the 
Hilltoppers scored the most runs 
against the Wildcats in school history. 
The victory gives the Hilltoppers their 
ninth win in the past eleven meetings 
against Kentucky and also makes the 
Hilltoppers 3-0 against Southeastern 
Conference opponents this season.
“That’s an outstanding team we just 
beat. Kentucky has a lot of thump 
in their lineup from top to bottom,” 
Head Coach John Pawlowski said after 
the game in a postgame radio inter-
view. “I’m just really proud of the way 
our guys handled themselves and the 
way they went about their business. 
We really swung the bats extremely 
well and did some positive things of-
fensively. Coach Rob (Reinstetle) did a 
great job with our hitters and getting 
them focused in on the game plan.”
After junior pitcher Cody Coll and 
Kentucky’s Zach Pop each pitched a 
scoreless first inning, the Hilltoppers 
began to succeed against Pop in the 
second inning.
With sophomore outfielder Kaleb 
Duckworth at third, graduate senior 
catcher Ty Downing legged out an in-
field single to bring home the Hender-
son County native for the game’s first 
score.
SEE BASEBALL PAGE B4
WKU to host fi rst round of WNIT in Diddle tonight
BY EVAN HEICHELBECH 
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The Lady Toppers (24-6, 15-
3) will host the University of 
Dayton (14-14, 7-9) in Diddle 
Arena tonight at 7 p.m. in the 
Women’s National Invitational 
Tournament.
“It is exciting to play in the 
NIT,” Head Coach Michelle 
Clark-Heard said. “There is a 
lot of teams that are not play-
ing anymore and we are excit-
ed to have this opportunity.”
WKU and Dayton have 
played 11 times previously, 
with WKU holding a 10-1 se-
ries record against the Flyers. 
The last meeting between the 
two schools came on Feb. 11, 
1991, when WKU notched an 
87-80 victory over Dayton.
One year removed from a 
28-7 record and an Elite Eight 
run in the 2015 NCAA Tour-
nament, Dayton opened the 
2015-2016 season with a 7-1 
record including victories over 
NCAA Tournament teams 
Princeton and Louisville. The 
Flyers also beat Wisconsin and 
Vanderbilt.
“Their size across the board 
I think is a mixture of a lot of 
different teams,” Clark-Heard 
said. “They have some guards 
that can really shoot it. They 
have a point guard who is re-
ally, really good.”
On average, Dayton holds 
its opponents to 36.5 percent 
shooting and averages 41 re-
bounds per game.
WKU grabs 38 boards per 
game with a +2.7 rebound-
ing margin. The Lady Toppers 
shoot the ball at a 42.7 percent 
clip from the field.
Dayton presents an extreme-
ly balanced attack with all five 
starters averaging 10.4 points 
per game or better. The Fly-
ers are led by Amber Deane at 
15.3 points per game and ro-
tation players Jodie Cornelie-
Sigmundova and Celeste Ed-
wards averaging a combined 
16.9 points off the bench.
Even with multiple scoring 
options and quality wins on 
its roster, Dayton will not be 
favored over WKU in the first-
round match up.
The Lady Toppers also de-
feated Louisville on Nov. 21, 
71-69, and own victories over 
NCAA Tournament teams in 
Belmont University and Mid-
dle Tennessee University (1-
1), and have plenty of capable 
scorers as well.
“This is going to be a tough 
ballgame for us,” Clark-Heard 
said. “It will be a good ball 
game. A lot of people don’t un-
derstand the history of Day-
ton, but if you go back and 
read a little bit they were only 
down to UCONN last year in 
the tournament by a couple of 
points.”
Clark-Heard has experience 
in the WNIT at WKU, as the 
Lady Toppers also hosted a 
first round game in 2012-2013, 
defeating East Carolina Uni-
versity in Diddle before losing 
to Auburn University on the 
road in the second round.
“Playing in front of all of 
our fans one more time and 
playing against tougher com-
petition will help us out a 
lot,” sophomore forward Ivy 
Brown said. “We just have to 
go out and play hard and play 
to our best ability.”
Redshirt junior guard Kendall Noble (12) is guarded by Marshall 
guard Norrisha Victim (20) during the fi nal seconds of the Lady 
Toppers’ 63-66 loss in the quarterfi nals of the C-USA Tournament 
at Bartow Arena in Birmingham, Ala. MIKE CLARK/HERALD
